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ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
NPDES PERMIT FOR STORMWATER DISCHARGES

FROM MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEMS (MS4)

VILLAGE OF SOUTH ELGIN, ILLINOIS
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

Introduction
The Village of South Elgin holds a General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Permit for stormwater discharges from its municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4 Permit).  The
MS4 Permit requires that the Village develop, implement, and enforce a stormwater management
program designed to reduce the discharge of pollutants from its stormwater system to the maximum
extent practicable to protect water quality. Stormwater runoff from the Village’s separate storm sewer
system discharges directly to the Fox River, or to the river through unnamed tributaries, and to Otter
Creek.

Stormwater, by its definition, is the direct byproduct of rain and snow production as it hits surfaces
within our environment. This water then flows over surfaces like parking lots, roadways, lawns and
sidewalks, picking up debris, chemicals, dirt and other pollutants along the way, and makes its way to
stormwater basins and curb drains. Storm water management takes into consideration those things that
individuals, households and the public can do to reduce the pollutants that enter local waters. Practicing
healthy household habits, homeowners can keep common pollutants like pesticides, pet waste, grass
clippings and automotive fluids off the ground and out of our storm water system.

This Stormwater Management Plan (Plan), along with the annual program report and Notice of Intent to
comply with the stormwater permit, is designed to provide Illinois EPA and Village residents with a
better understanding of the control measures managed and implemented to meet permit requirements
and water quality goals.

Program Administration
Village ordinances have been developed to provide the authority to implement MS4 Permit
requirements. The Public Works Department is the lead Village department for MS4 program
implementation. Water and Sewer Division staff work with other Village staff to implement the Plan.
Village residents can provide input on this Plan and the overall MS4 program at Village Board meetings,
as well as directly to the Public Works Department. The Village evaluates the effectiveness of program
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implementation activities annually and provides an annual report (Annual Facility Inspection Report) by
June 1 of each year. Annual reports are kept on the Village’s website for a period of 5 years.

The MS4 Permit requires implementation of control measures and best management practices (BMP) in
six programmatic areas:

1. Public Education and Outreach
2. Public Participation/Involvement
3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
4. Construction Site Runoff Control
5. Post-Construction Runoff Control
6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping

The management practices and activities performed by the Village within each of the program areas are
described below.

Public Education and Outreach
 The Village maintains a website with information about the Village government, information

about Village services and upcoming events.  This website also includes educational information
for the public regarding stormwater management and ways to reduce stormwater pollution.

 Local recycling and special waste disposal events are publicized for Village residents.
 Articles are produced and distributed annually in the Village’s newsletters that include topics

addressing storm water quality.
 A storm drain stenciling program is implemented to mark inlets with the message “Dump No

Waste – Drains to River”

Public Involvement and Participation
 The Village publishes a contact number on the Village website that allows residents to report

stormwater-related issues. The Village follows-up on all reports. If you should see a stormwater
quality issue or suspect any violation of the Village stormwater management efforts, please call
Public Works at (847) 695-2742 immediately.

 This Plan is posted to the Stormwater Management page of the Village’s webpage, along with
the Notice of Intent (NOI) and Annual Facility Inspection Report (AFIR), for resident review and
comment. Village residents can provide input on this Plan and the overall MS4 program at
Village Board meetings, as well as directly to the Public Works Department.

 Fox River clean up days are promoted by the Village via its website and e-news for residents to
attend.

 The Village will have one Village Board agenda item per year dedicated to the MS4 program
information and public input. Village Board meetings include stormwater topics as needed, to
provide an open public forum for input and concern on stormwater topics.
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Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination
 The Village has adopted and enforces an ordinance that provides the regulatory authority to

detect, investigate and eliminate potential illicit discharges.
 The Village has implemented a thorough computer-generated inter-active utility map which

enables real-time updates.  The Village Storm Sewer Atlas is up-to-date and shows the location
of all of the outfalls within the Village and identifies the name of all waters that receive
discharges from those outfalls.

 The Village inspects its storm sewers, manholes, catch basins, and inlets during dry weather
periods each year. Any evidence of non-stormwater discharges is documented and investigated.

 Any illicit discharges that can be identified through the tracing program are disconnected.

Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control
 The Village’s local code meets the Kane County Stormwater Ordinance, as amended, and is

being implemented. Local design criteria and a guidance manual have been developed.
Construction sites are inspected on a monthly basis and immediately following a rain event of
½” or greater

 The Village has procedures in place that require the review of Best Management Practices (BMP)
for proposed developments prior to and during construction.  The intent of these procedures is
to reduce or prevent the discharge of pollutants from construction site activities.

Post-Construction Stormwater Management for New Development and Re-Development
 The Village’s local code meets the Kane County Stormwater Ordinance, as amended, and is

being implemented. The Public Works Department is responsible for plan review, input, and
approval.  Final inspection is performed by either Public Works or Community Development
staff, depending on the nature of development. Developing and implementing a process to
assess the impacts of global climate change in the design of all new and retrofit flood
management projects continues to be a goal.

Stormwater Pollution Prevention for Municipal Operations
 The Village implements an operation and maintenance program designed to prevent or reduce

the discharge of pollutants to the storm sewer system. The Public Works Department conducts
regular employee training for municipal operations and safety. Training is provided to educate
staff on pollution prevention and reduction of stormwater pollution from municipal activities.

 Village staff receives training in stormwater pollution prevention practices for municipal
operations annually. This training addresses activities such as park and open space maintenance,
fleet and building maintenance, operation of storage yards, snow disposal, new construction
and land disturbance, and storm system maintenance. The training also addresses the hazards
associated with illegal discharges and improper disposal of wastes.

 All maintenance and washing for the Public Works Department fleet is performed in the Public
Works garage, while maintenance and washing for the Parks Department fleet is performed in
the Parks Garage.  Floor drains are tributary to triple traps, which remove oil, grease and
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sediment prior to discharging to the sanitary sewer system. Lubricant and oil spills resulting
from equipment maintenance are cleaned up using oil absorbing compounds to the maximum
extent possible.

 Road salt is stored in a permanent covered structure.  The Village implements anti-icing
practices to reduce salt use on streets in accordance with the Public Works “Deicing Map”.  The
Village also uses a pre-mixed (80-20 brine/organic) solution mixed with road salt to reduce
annual salt application.  A permanent covered structure is also used for sand, gravel, and cold
pac bulk materials.

 The chemical storage rooms at both Public Works and the water treatment plant are designed
for spill containment and do not have floor drains.

 Storm sewers are jetted and the jetted debris removed as needed or as requested by residents.
Catch basin cleaning is routinely performed.

 The Parks and Recreation Department manages the maintenance of the Village’s stormwater
basins and wetlands.  Public Works staff is performing routine basin inspections.

 The Village performs street sweeping annually to clean up roadways and keep dirt, debris, and
other pollutants from entering the storm sewer system.

Water Quality Monitoring / Inspection
 Stormwater outfalls are inspected approximately once per month. Visual water quality

monitoring is performed, with follow up on any observed water quality issues.

Reporting
 The term of the Village’s General MS4 Permit from Illinois EPA is five years.  At the end of each

permit term, the Village submits a Notice of Intent (NOI) to comply with the conditions of the
General Permit.  The NOI describes the practices the Village intends to implement in order to
meet the conditions of the permit.

 The Village evaluates the effectiveness of program implementation activities annually and
provides an annual report (Annual Facility Inspection Report) by June 1 of each year. Annual
reports are kept on the Village’s website for a period of 5 years.

Contacts and Additional Information

To report a stormwater quality issue or suspect any violation of the Village stormwater management
efforts, please call Public Works at (847) 695-2742. For questions or additional information on this Plan
or implementation of the MS4 program, contact the Public Works Department at (847) 695-2742.

Additional MS4 Permit program information can be found on the Village’s Stormwater Management
webpage: https://www.southelgin.com/index.asp?SEC=998B4028-300B-4688-B9D1-B989C5B030AB
Illinois EPA’s MS4 webpage is: http://www.epa.illinois.gov/topics/forms/water-permits/storm-
water/ms4/index


